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Importance for Second Doses of COVID-19 Vaccine 
 
Sterling, Colo. – January 26, 2021:  The Northeast Colorado Health Department 

(NCHD) and other local vaccine providers are now beginning to provide 2nd 

doses to those individuals who received their initial dose in December.  Colorado 

continues to follow the CDC recommended schedule of 21 days after the first 

shot for Pfizer and 28 days after the first shot for Moderna.  It is important to get 

both doses of the vaccine so that your body develops enough antibodies to fight 

the COVID-19 virus if you get exposed at a later time.  If you do not receive the 

second dose, while evidence shows that you likely have a greater degree of 

protection than those who are not vaccinated at all, you will not be fully 

immunized and remain at higher risk of getting COVID-19 than if you received 

both doses.  While current studies show that it takes two doses of the vaccine to 

be 95% effective, there is no evidence that taking only one dose will have any 

harmful effects on your health, it will just provide some lesser degree of 

protection.   

    It is recommended that you should make every effort and plan accordingly to 

receive the second dose of your COVID-19 vaccine on time.  If circumstances 



don’t allow this, second doses may be administered within a grace period of 4 

days earlier than the recommended date for the second dose and still be 

considered valid.  However, there is no maximum interval between the first and 

second doses for either vaccine.  Therefore, if the second dose is administered 

more than 3 weeks after the first Pfizer vaccine dose or more than 4 weeks after 

the first Moderna vaccine dose, there is no need to repeat the first vaccination.   

     The second dose of any COVID-19 vaccine must be the same vaccine 

product as the first dose.  Studies have shown that both vaccines are safe, but 

they work well only when the same vaccine product is used for both doses.  It is 

also strongly recommended that everyone get both doses from the same vaccine 

provider.  The Northeast Colorado Health Department will only provide second 

doses to individuals who received their first dose at one of our sites.   

     Colorado is currently receiving 65,000-70,000 doses per week and we expect 

this to increase by an estimated 16,000 additional doses per week in February.  

There are also three more vaccines in Phase 3 trials that are expected to be 

approved by the FDA soon as well.  The state is also actively enrolling new 

providers and in time there will be more places people can get the vaccine.  

While logistics may require a delay of second doses from time to time, there will 

be plenty of vaccine available for everyone who receives their first dose to also 

receive this second dose.   

     To stay up to date on COVID-19 vaccinations in northeast Colorado visit 

https://www.nchd.org/covid-19-vaccine.   
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